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as well as all the higher magistracy and administration, and
some of the judges. The analogy lies more \vith thec Civil Ser-
vice9 of the Crown Colonies. Mr. Lloyd George has described
this Indian Sendee, which comprises many Indians who have
graduated in England and gone through the same entrance
mill as the European member, as the csteel frame5 on which
the whole structure of India rests, and he is indubitably right.
How to blend it with a politician's India is one of the
problems. In the past this service has been one of assured
position and status, hard work, long hours, exile and good
prospects. In fact a man's job in the best sense of the word.

However much the platitude-mongers may talk, India
cannot get on without this Civil Service in the future. This
strange age-old Hind, with its jungles and its struggling
peoples, can never entirely manage itself, or rather find its
own service of local officials unsupported. And we may be
sure that, unless Great Britain, having messed up a working
proposition, then wrings her hands clear of the stew, the steel
frame must remain. Whether there will in future be any
Indians imperially appointed, or whether there will be a
fixed number of Europeans only of this class, mingled with
the locally appointed Civil Service remains to be seen. The
proposals of the White Paper are not yet concrete.

We may take it as certain that the Civil Services of the
provinces will contain a fixed number of British officers, as
the vivifying stiffening of the frame-work, and that being so,
their life in India will not differ materially from that to-day.
The British and Indian Governments if any sense of propor-
tion remains, will see to it that the standard of civil servants
shall not deteriorate for want of scope and want of prospects.
The modernized India will need the very best stuff it can
borrow to help it carry its burdens.

THE POLITICAL SERVICE

One of the mysterious terms in India is that of 'political
officer*, and to the world outside, we know its significance is
baffline. Countries that are peculiar, unusual and illogical